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HB-837 
Submitted on: 2/3/2023 7:48:40 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 2/14/2023 9:10:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Andrew Crossland Individual Oppose Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this Bill. 

 



HB-837 
Submitted on: 2/4/2023 10:14:08 AM 
Testimony for EEP on 2/14/2023 9:10:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Douglas Perrine Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I support HB837 

 





HB-837 
Submitted on: 2/5/2023 6:32:44 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 2/14/2023 9:10:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Dylan Ramos Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am testifying in strong support of HB837. Green infrastructure is the future -- if we want a 
future, that is. Whether we're talking about the economy, public health, the climate crisis, 
environmental justice, community resilience, or anything else, green infrastructure supports 
sustainability, flexibility, and preparedness. 

Mahalo, 
Dylan Ramos 
96816 

 



HB-837 
Submitted on: 2/6/2023 2:41:15 AM 
Testimony for EEP on 2/14/2023 9:10:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Robin Miyajima Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

I think increasing the amount of parks and green spaces in Hawaii would improve the quality of 
life of both residents and visitors. I think focusing on green infrastructure could lead to better 
outcomes for Hawaii's development in the future, so I support this bill. 

 



HB-837 
Submitted on: 2/10/2023 10:51:52 PM 
Testimony for EEP on 2/14/2023 9:10:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Beth Anderson Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

A recent article detailed the significant decrease in vegetation across the Hawaiian Islands 
between 1982 and 2018 resulting in increased browning.  Native vegetation across all islands has 
suffered significant decline.  "The Hawaiian Islands have experienced high levels of habitat loss 
and degradation, and have experienced some of the highest extinction rates on the planet. 
Consequently, they contain some of the most endangered ecosystems in the world as well as 38% 
of all federally listed endangered and threatened plant species in the United States." These 
declines are partially attributed to increased drought in the islands and warming trends. 

It is vital to address vegetation loss, including native species losses, and take the actions outlined 
in Bill 837 to substantially increase greening of our infrastructure.  We absolutely need to take 
the steps outlined in Bill 837 to mitigate browning and warming from climate change and work 
toward greening and cooling our communities.   

I've noticed that areas of my community that were once full of magnificent large trees are now 
barren.  We have suffered loss of scores of large ironwood trees at Kailua Beach Park because of 
flooding and erosion, and loss of other trees in the community from disease.  Areas that used to 
be green are becoming tree deserts.  Other areas of Kailua town have never had many trees and 
there is little relief from higher temperatures in the warmer months in these areas and they are 
unattractive and unappealing. In some cases where substantially large beautiful trees have been 
lost in Kailua (coral trees that stretched for miles in the median strip of Mokapu Blvd.in Kailua 
and magnificently tall, stately ironwood trees on Kailua Road), the city replaced these trees with 
small, meager trees that barely provide any shade, or mangy palms that are poor carbon 
sinks.  Aesthetically and functionally, there has been loss.   

We need more trees to decrease carbon in the atmosphere causing global warming, to provide 
cooling, to improve mental health as studies have shown streets with more trees have lower 
crime rates and happier, healthier, greater quality of life.  We also need trees to help 
replenish our water tables, decrease run-off pollution, and create habitats for native species as 
well as indigenous birds.  

The benefits far outweigh the risks of not passing this legislation.  We need to address warming, 
and pollution and browning of our communities and pass SB 837. 
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